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the end of the week, and I shall then know the extent of my losses and my obligations.
Of the three copies I have had made of " Le Medecin de campagne " nothing exists that I can send you, unless it be the first volume. But here is what I shall do: I shall have duplicate proofs made of the second volume, and you shall read them ten days hence, before the rest of the world. I have already found many blemishes, therefore it is a copy of the second edition only that I wish to give you; which will prove to you my tenderness, for I don't know for whom else I would take the trouble to write myself the title for printing \le titre en regard de I'impression'].
The extreme disorder which this lawsuit and the time taken in making this book has brought into my affairs, obliges me to take service once more in the newspapers. For the last week I have been very actively working on " L'Europe litteraire " in which I own a share. Thursday next the " Theorie de la Demarche " will be finished. It is a long and very tiresome treatise. But by the end of the month there will be a " Scene de la Vie de province," in the style of " Les Celibataires," called " Eugenie G-randet," which will be better. Take u L'Europe litte'-raire" for three mouths.
You have not told me whether you have read " Juan a " in the " Revue de Paris," nor whether you have found the end of " Ferragus." I would like to know if I ought to send you those two things. As for the dizains of the " Contes Drolatiques,"-do not read them. The third you might read. The first two belong, like those which follow the third, to a special literature. I know women of exquisite taste and lofty devotion who do read them; but in truth I never reckoned on such rare suffrages. It is a work that cannot be judged until completed, and ten years hence. It is a literary monument built for a few connoisseurs. If you do not like La Fontaine's Tales, nor those of Boccaccio, and if you are not an adorer oft,e, ande,
